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ONE DOLLAR A TEAR. 
“BY L. G. HOFFMAN] 


- NUMBER FOUR. 
From some accideat, or other cause, we find, that 


ALBANY, 


NEW SERIES.) 


No. 4, (the February No.) of this volume, has run 2 


if any of our friends have this No. to spare, 


° Lodge of England to this day pursue the same plan; 


. we will feel under much obligation to them, if they ¢ 
‘ will forward it to us, throught the post office, or we 


will buy them back at double the subscription price. 


THE REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM. 
New York, June 14th, 1845. 
W. Bro. HorrmMan :— 


communicating to several correspondents through that 


> the representative of the Grand Master, and not of the 
> Grand Lodge, and it depends on the will of the Grand 
> Master only,or his confidential advisers,to keep up that 
species of correspondence, or not. Thus at. the pre. 
¢ sent time the Grand Lodge, called the Royal York at 
> Berlin is favored with a distinct recognition,through @ 
I Rave toeck the poletiege of commpglug © gnee.er Representative, while the other two Grand Lodges 


« two of your valuable ‘‘ Register,” for the purpose of ° there are not noticed. 


medium, es well és tothe frateraity at large, the ¢e- ; zealous and devoted Brother, sojourning in New York, 
’ ad z 


sign, and operation of what has been generally termed ; 


the Representative System. 
have been made upon it in some of the recent Mason- 


itis but very imperfectly understood by many,for want 


f reflection ; b d t take the : : 
Seen ee | REE ee ey ee Se pean States, whom he believed worthy and competent. 


; tobe read ; and by others because they have forgotten $ a Raper mtereg — ao ataea 
In proof of thig, I might specify ° se See ee : eur, 


, some of the Grand Lodges of this Union, which have ° . 2 z 
‘ acted on the subject two or three times, without being » ly ranean pre what authority he had to 
* aware, apparently, that they had eyer had the subject ; a ee are : 


trouble of reading what is placed in their hands 


what they have read. 


before them at all. 

The introduction of the system into our Order, dates 
from 1740, when the king of Prussia, Frederick the 
Great, assumed the prerogative of Grand Master, un, 
der the old constitutions of Masonry, and founded the 
He 


‘, commissioned Bro. Bielfield, the secretary of legation 


} at London as his representative, and through him ; Lodge, in June 1838, which led to the present favor 


¢ communicated to the Grand Lodge of England, the 


¢ course which he had pursued, for the extension of 
* Masonry in Prussia, which was approved by the > 


Pa 


Your readers will examine in vain 


» the printed histories of the Grand Lodge of England, 
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as published by that Grand Lodge for this fact. They 
will find the visit of Bro. Bielfield noted, but not the 
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Se Oe, eS | ence with the Grand Lodge of the continent of Rurope, 


ic publications of this country, it is evident to me that . it wonid be petri ci > a nnaguaneenait. end 
> he took the privilege of naming from among his cor- 


tions, which had grown up since 1826, the neglected 
; advice of Bro. Le Blanc de Maconnary, in 1834, was 


; English Grand Lodge,and a correspondence was regu- ' 
¢ larly established. 
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important object of it. As a matter of more immedi- 
ate concernment to the Gr. Lodge of the three Globes, 
it is to be found in the history of that body. The Gr, 


so that a representative toa foreign Grand Lodge, is 


In the year 1834 Le Blanc de Maconnary,a@ very 


made a communication to the Grand Lodge, and in. 
formed them that if they desired to be in correspond. 


respondents, zealous Brethren in several of the Euros 


instead of availing themselves of his kind and brother- 


There the subject dropped 
until 1833, when it being evident, from the establish- 
ment of numerous clandestine Lodges in the city of 
New York, that more than the ordinary precautions 
should be used by foreign Lodges, to guard against 
impostors ; beside several other important considera- 


taken up by myself, and recommended to the Grand 


ble result. 

The purposes proposed to be accomplished by the 
establishment of representatives are important, some 
of them arising from the nature of the Grand Lodges 
as territorial governments ; and others from the prac- 
tices of many of them, it being a well known fact that 
although professing to form a part of the great frater- 
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their laws, legislation, or masoni¢ works, nor pay any 
attention to communications sentto them. The first 
great purpose of the system is therefore to bring the 
whole fraternity into immediate and intimate commu- 
nication, as it ought always to have been, and as the 
profane would very naturally suppose always has 
been. To carry out this object, the necessary means 
must be used. To make machinery useful, we must 
first erect it, and the Representative system at present 
is only in a preparatory state: but as its progress may 
be gccelerated by removing from its course, the only 
formidable obstacle which has retarded it, it is proper- 
that I should endeavor to do so ; and first I will meet 
the objections which have been made public. The most 
prominent of these is that it must be attended with a 
heavy expense to the Grand Lodges. This is an error. 
The Grand Lodge of New York never designed to 
encounter, nor to put other Grand Lodges to any ex- 
pense, saving what legitimately arose from the conse- 
quent correspondence Her Representatives in Ire- 
land, Hamburgh, Frankfort, Saxony, Switzerland, 
France, New Jersey, Connecticut, Georgia, South 
Carolina, Texas, and the District of Columbia, are 
furnished with their Regalia at the expense of the ° 
Representatives themselves. In general the Repre- 
sentatives exchange Regalia with each other, as hard- 
ly any two were precisely the same costume. Should 
a Representative retire, it is understood that he shall 
receive from his successor a reasonable compensation 
for his regalia, according to the actual cost of it to 
himself. The cost of the Regalia of the Grand Lodge 
of New York, is about twenty-five dollars and a half, 
and althotgh the representative who sends it may re- 
ceive in exchange what did not cost half that price, 
still that is the expense to him. 

The objection raised by my estimable friend and 
brother; the Editor of the Freemason’s Magazine, and 


bear examination as an argument, and I have always 
regarded it as a specimen of special pleading, and not 
tending to the removal of those disjunctive tendencies 
which any independent looker on, will perceive in the 
movements of several of the Masonic governments in 
both hemispheres if he has the necessary means.— 
And if he will exercise his natural judgement in tra- 
cing out the inevitable results from the causes which 
are thus in operation, he will undoubtedly arrive at 
the same conclusion as I have myself, that they must 
ere long shut out some of the existing and recognized 
Grand Lodges of Europe, from the fraternal union.— 
Although it is not exactly in place here to make the 
remark, I cannot omit it. There is in the present day 
a large and intellectual class of the frgternity, who 
are seeking diligently into the history, fundamental 
principles,and destiny of Masonry,and zealously bring- 
ing forth rich contributions from their stores of learn- 
ing, philosophy and humanity, for the elevation of the 
great Institution. These are moved by one noble and 
generous purpose ; all have one great object,—Bbut 
there-is no unity of design. On theconhtrary, each has 
a@ design of his own, each is building on his own plan. 

Take for instance the works of the most celebrated— 
the most elaborate, industrious and learned writer on 
Masonry, of the age, the venerable Dr. Oliver; ex. 
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quoted by Brother Mackey, in his Lexicon, will not: 
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his triangular pyramidal structure, and compare it 
with the sentiments pronounced by the Grand Lodge 
of New York, (which have been responded to, by the 
Grand Lodges of the United States, England, Nether- 
lands and France,) in their protest addressed to the 
Grand Lodge of Berlin, in relation to Hebrew Breth- 
ren—and the reader will perceive that the principles 
of design professed, are totally incompatible. — 
Again :—Of late, particular attention has been called 
to the necessity of reducing the ritual to a perfect uni- 
formity, throughout the United States: but there is 
another reform required of infinitely more importance; 
and one which must ere long be grappled with, and in 
which the American Lodges will have to struggle a- 
gainst the corruptions of the old constitutions of the 
order by the Grand Lodges of Europe. The following 
extract from a recent letter, from one of the Grand 
Masters there, is strongly illustrative of this point. 
** Our German Brethren in general intend to accom- 
modate with the English and American Brethren, but 
they want principally books, proper to inform them of 
the customs of these brethren. Besides, they are the 
heirs of the confusion introduced in the German Ma- 
> sonry by the chivalry, since the year 1763, as having 
caused the forgetting of every English Constitution.” 
Here, then, is presented one of the disjunctive 
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powers now in activity, which lies deeper than the ; 
corruption of the ritual,and the result must eventually > 
prove fatal to the unity of the Fraternity in the two ° 


hemispheres, unless removed. And the proper mode 
of effecting this is by negotiation. 


In this, and all § 


such important works, the agency of Representatives * 


will be of the utmost value. 


But it is evident they } 


should be Brethren of talent, attentive to their duties, ° 


plicit. 


The Representatives of the Grand Lodge of New 


York near other Grand Lodges have been furnished > 
with instructions adapted to their primary duties, but ; 
from some cause not to be readily accoanted for, not > 
more than three have remembered the very first duty } 
they were enjoined to perform, and one, in a neigh- ; 
boring state, has not even acknowledged the receipt } 


of his Regalia, Commission and instructions. 


On the : 


other hand, not more than one or two of the Repre- 3 
sentatives in New York have received any instruction } 
whatever, consequently they have had nothing todo } 
but to appear in Grand Lodge in their Regalia, be- > 


neath the banners.of their constituents. 


Yet some of 3 


these have found opportunities of sending information > 
of interest to their respective Grand Lodges, and have ' 
acted in the spirit of their official relations without in- } 

5 


structions. 


The objection to the Representative system raised by } 
the Rt. W. Grand Secretary of Massachusetts, that ° 
there would be danger of erroneous information being ° 
communicated by representatives to their constituents, } 


is one which might be urged against the same system 5 
in its use by the national governments of the civilized } 
world with equal plausibility, were it not checked by the 
experience of centuries ; and even if it should prove to 
be occasionally correct, that the Representative com- 
municated to his constituents information, which the 
Grand Lodge he resides near would conceal from its 
ssociates it would be better and tend to a better state 
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of things than does now, or ever has existed,since we 
know at present, either in an official or unofficial 
form, nothing of the transactions of many of the Grand 
Lodges of Europe or America. The Grand Lodges of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, publish none of their 
transactions, properly so called. A single sheet, 
Sometimes a single page, published annually, or semi- 
annually, containing a financial report, the names and 
members of delinquent Lodges, a few expulsions, and 
extracts from their regulations, are all that are per- 
mitted tv be published under pain of expulsion. And 
of the transactions of some of the Grand Lodges on 
this contineat, and even in the United States, the fra- 
ternity have been allowed still less imformation. Ev- 
ery Grand Lodge in the country may know how 
many years have elapsed since they have received 


’ any official reportof the transactions of the Grand 
’ Lodges of Pennsylvania, Delaware, or the District of 
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Columbia. 
by the Grand Lodge of New York is, that every Grand 
Lodge has a right to know what the others are doing, 
and if that principle had been uniformly acted on, 
there would not now be so many corruptions of the 
constitution, the ritual, and the usages of the Institu- 
tion crying aloud for reform. 

Of the existence of these corruptions, the fraternity 
in the United States have been, until recently, alto- 
gether uninformed, and they owe their present knowl- 
edge of them mainly to the early operation of the 
Representafive System promulgated through the offi- 
cial publications of the Grand Lodge of this State.— 
But we are also indebted to this system for other and 
more pleasureable information, concerning the labors 
of the Grand Lodges of Europe, which will stimulate 
us to a laudable emulation in the establishment of 
permanent works of benevolence, and in the correction 
of many errors in practice, into which we, on this 
continent, have inadvertently fallen, some of which 
are even now in a rapid course of removal, while the 
representative system which has brought them to light 
receives no credit for its agency. 

There is also another very satisfactory and useful 
result experienced by visiting brethren where repre- 
sentatives reside, especially by those who form a part 
of the constituency of those functionaries; many in- 
stances of which I could narrate if it were necessary, 
but my letter is likely to prove long enough without 
such details. ButI must not omit the remark, that 
in this city the representatives have considered them- 
selves privileged, and in duty bound to advise and as- 
sist strange brethren who call upon them as official 
functionaries of the foreign Grand Lodge. 

I must also correct another error into which some 
of the fraternity in this country have fallen in relation 
to the working of the system ; that of ‘‘the arduous 
duty of an extensive correspondence which had form- 
erly been confided to one officer, the Grand Secretary, 
being now divided between several.” The larger the 
number of Representatives appointed by any Grand 
Lodge the more arduous must be the labors of the 
Grand Secretary, for the correspondence of the Rep- 
resentatives must be with their constituents through 
that officer, and not carried on between themselves. 
Their instructions must emenate from his department, 
andI have no doubt that some Grand Secretaries 
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have, and will continue to oppose the general adoption 
of the system, because they are well aware that the 
‘farduous duty of an extensive (foreign) correspon- 
dence,” which has been generally only limited by the 
‘‘ arduous” task of addressing five and twenty annual 
pamphlets, and receiving as many more in return, 
(and that ‘‘ arduous duty” sometimes too burdensome 
to be executed every year,) will be extended to the 
necessary labor of writing with the greatest care and 
precision, as many, or perhaps ten times as many, 
official letters on business of vital importance to the 
craft in general, or of that particular portion whom 
they are especially bound to serve. Fortunately there 
are not many such,’ either in this country or in Eu- 
rope ; and it is probable that even their small number 
would have been less, had the Representative System 
been suggested in some other quarter than it was; 
but under all the disadvantages it has encountered of 
being both misunderstood and misrepresented, so far 
its operation has been useful and gratifying, and I 
hope to see the day when the representative banners 
of all states and nations will be mingled in beautiful 
harmony in every Grand Lodge of the world. 
I am with fraternal regard, yours, 
JAMES HERRING 
G. Sec. G. L.8.N.Y. * 
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GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF N. YORK. 


The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free 
and Accepted Masons of the State of New-York, was 
held at the G. Lodge room at the Howard House, on 
Wednesday evening the 4th of June, A. L. 5845, and 
was opened in ample form and with prayer. 

The Grand Secretary read his Annual Report, which 
was accepted, and from which we make the following 
extracts : 

Since the last annual communication, four Lodges, 
regularly warranted and constituted under this Grand 
Lodge, and located in Michigan, have, with the ap- 
probation of the Grand Master, held a convention and 
organized a Grand Lodge for the State of Michigan, 
ina regular manner. They have formed a Constitu- § 
tion, and the new Grand Master has been Installed by 
the M. W. P. G. M. Lewis Cass. The four Lodges, 
to wit: St Joseph’s Valley, No. 93, Zion, No.99, De- 
troit, No. 100, and Oakland, No. 101, by which this 
new Grand Lodge has been formed, still remain on 
the Register of this Grand Lodge, and should be for- 
mally transferred. 

Since the last annual communication, Syracuse 
Lodge, No. 102, has been regularly constitued at Sy- § 
racuse,and dispensations have been granted by the M. 
W. Grand Master, for the establishment of the fol- 
lowing Lodges ; 

North Star, at Lawrence, 

Union, at Saratoga Springs; Saratoga Co. 

Hiram, at Buffalo, Erie County, 
All of which were made returnable at this time, with 
a copy of their Records, a Registry return and dues, 
and their By-Laws. 

The dispensation from Hiram Lodge, at Baffalo, 
was returned with their by-laws and records, by the 15th 
of May, but owing to some parts of their proceedings 
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in St Lawrence Co. 
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being irregular, and portions of their by-laws conflic- 
ting with the counstitution, while at the same time 
there was tach Hk the most admirable spirit, and 
design to do right, the Grand Master thought proper 
to extend the dispensation for six months longer, in 
order to allow the Lodge to correct their irregularities 
before granting them a warrant. 

The fiscal condition of the Grand Lodge remains 
without any material variation trom what it was in 
June 1843, when a loan was authorized to pay off all 
the then existing debts. A loan of $800 was obtained 
from the Greenwich Bank, in Augast of that year, 
one half of which has been since paid, but in the mean 
time other debts have accumulated to about the same 
amount. 

The fund which has been gathered towards the Ma- 

sonic Hall and Asylum fund. amounts at the present 
time, to $1287. Of this amount, $1150 is vested in 
Ohio 6 per cent stock, and $127 is deposited in the 
Savings Bank. ‘The principal contributor to this fund 
in the past year, has-been the Rt. W. Grand Treasur- 
er, who has generally presented the amount of his sal- 
ary, $75, towards it, and whose generosity not only 
deserves to be honorably mentioned, but also particu- 
larly acknowledged. 
+ Since June 1842, when the Registry of Members of 
all the Lodges in the jurisdiction was ordered to be 
made, I have registered the names and other particu- 
lars of 2347 members of Lodges, of which number 434 
have since been reported and registered as withdrawn, 
suspended, expelled, or dead, leaving the number of 
registered members in good standing at the present 
day, 1913. Fight Lodges have not yet made their 
returns in a proper form for registry. 

The following resolution, on motion of Rt. W. Bro. 
Willard, was adopted. 

Resolved, That the Constitution, as passed at the 

“last and the present June Communications of the 
Grand Lodge, be, and it is declared to be adopted, 
and that it is to continne in force, unles the same shall 
be dissented from by a majority of Lodges, as is pro- 
vided for in the said Constitution. 

A motion was offered by W. Br. Shumway, that the 
last resolution be reconsidered, and the same was de- 
cided in the negative. 

The motion to print the Constitution was then call. 
> ed up, and the following resolutions were then adopt* 
ed: 

Resolved, That six hundred copies of the New Con- 
stitution, which has been adopted, be printed under 
; the direction of a committee, and that it be printed 
: with new type, and on good paper, and ina style not 
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inferior to the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of $ 


§ England, which was published in 1841. 

Resolved, Thatafter the same shall have been so 
$ printed, three copies thereof be transmitted by the G. 
3 Secretary, at the earliest practicable day, to each 


bound in cloth ; for which three, such Lodges shall be 
eharged $1 25, to be paid with its dues at the next 
> June Denmualeation 

Resolved, 
sale by the Grand Secretary, at such price as in the 
opinion of the Committee shall be proper, in order to 
cover expenses. 
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That the remaining copies be kept on ; 
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The Committee presaney with the duty of onevying ; 


out the above resolutions, was then nominated by the 


Chair and confirmed by the G. Lodge, consisting of - 


the first six G. Officers and Rt. W. Salem Town. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: 
M, W. Alex, H. Robertson. of N. York, G. M. 
R. W. John D, Willard, Troy, D. G. M. 

** Rich’d Carrique, Hudson, G. 8S. W. 
Ezra 8. Barnum, Utica, G. J. W. 
James Herring, New York, G. Secretary, 
John Horspoo!l, N. York, Grand Treasurer, 
Salem Town, Aurora, G. Chaplain, 
William Boardman, N. Y.G. P. 
Greenfield Pote, G. Tyler, 

An Emergent Meeting of the Grand Lodge of the 
Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of New York, was held 
at the Grand Lodge Room, at the Howard House, in 
the city of New York, on Wednesday Afternoon, the 
18th of June, A. L. 5845, and was opeped in the third 
degree, in Ample form, and with solemn prayer. 
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The M. W. Grand Master opened the business of ¢ 


the Special Communication, by reminding the Breth- 
ren of the solemn duty of reflection on the end of hu- 


man exertions, which must arrive sooner or later, to / 
all men, whether high or low, rich or poor; and of ; 


the consequent duty of labouring diligently and virtu- 
ously in the day of their health and strength. ‘‘ We 
are called on,” said the Grand Master, “‘ to reflect on 
this subject by the departure of a Brother, who has 
occupied a large space in the history of this country. 
In the death of Andrew Jackson, late Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, the 
country appears struck with the blow. 
me to pronounce his eulogy ; that duty has been com- 
mitted to one fully competent to do justice to the sub- 
ject by the public authorities, who have taken the 
matter in hand. It is for the purpose of preparing to 
unite with the public authorities in testifying their re- 


whole ? 
It is not for } 


Spect to the memory of the illustrious deceased, either 


as citizens, or as Masons, that this emergent meeting 
has been called, and on which it is for the 
Lodge to decide.” 


The W. Brother Isaac Phillips, P. 


Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. The 


Grand ; 


M. of Albion % 
Lodge, No. 26, then addressed the Grand Lodge on ; 
the duty which devolved on them of paying the last 
tribute of respect to an eminent and distinguished Ma. ‘ 
son, who had filled the high and important station of 


W. Brother then offered the following Preamble and ° 


Resolutions : 
Whereas, It hath pleased the Great Architect of the 
Universe, in his infinite mercy, to call unto himself, 


our much venerated and illustrious Brother AnpREWw ? 


; Jackson, P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, ° 


» Lodge within this jurisdiction—two stitched, and one } and whereas from the distinguished services rendered 


his country by our departed brother, as a soldier and » 


statesman, his great private worth, and his attachment 
to our Ancient Order, it is fitand becoming that his 
brethren in the State of New York, should pay a 
proper tribute of respect to his memory. Therefore, 
Resolved, Thatthe Grand Lodge of the State of 


New York, have learned with feelings of the deepest 
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sorrow, the death of their much respected and M. W. 
Brother, the P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Tennes- 
see, and Ex-President of the United States, and con- 
dole with the country at large on the irrep arable loss 
sustained in the death of so true and faithful a patriot 
and brother. 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge will unite with the 
civil authorities in paying a proper tribute of respect 
to the memory of so distinguished a citizen and worthy 
member of the Masonic Lodge family. 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed 
to meet the delegates from other bodies, and make all 
necessary arrangements that may be requisite. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be for- 
warded to the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, with an ex- 
pression of condolence at the loss they have met with 
in the demise of their eminent Past Grand Master. 

The Rt. W. Joseph P. Pirsson, Representative of 
the M. W. Grand Lodge of Georgia, on rising to sec- 
ond the adoption of the preamble and resolutions, 
made an appropriate address in honor of the illustri- 
ous deceased. 

The Grand @odge requested the Grand Master to 
appoint the Committee of Arrangements, whereupon 
the following committee was appointed : 

W. Brothers, Phillips, Van Houten, Clark, Burnet, 
Timpson, E. W. Nexsen, and Brother Parks. To 
which Committee the M. W. Grand Master, Grand 
Secretary, and Grand Treasurer, were added by the 
Grand Lodge. 
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On Tuesday Morning the 24th of June, 5845, the 
Grand Lodge convened pursuant to adjournment, and 
> was called to order ; and the hour having arrived for 
} the formation of the procession, the officers and mem- 
‘ bers of the Grand Lodge and the Fraternity present, 


¢ were arranged in the following order, by the Rt. W. 3 


John Mansfield, Grand Marshal : 
Band of Music. 

The Montgomery Guards, as Military Escort. 

The Grand Tiler and Grand Pursuivant with their 
( Swords. 

The Member of Lodges four abreast. 

Wardens of Lodges, with Columns. 

Past Masters of Lodges. 
Masters of Lodges. 

Sou Grand Stewards, with Staves of Office. 
‘ The Ionic Light. The Dorie Light. The Corin- 
‘ thian Light, borne by W. Brothers Copeland, Car- 
‘ pentes, and Wishart. 
; LODGE, 
‘ borne on the shoulders of four Brethren. 
' Silver vessels with Corn, Wine and Oil, borne by W. 
‘ Brothers Timpson, Roberts, and McArthur. 
‘ The Hoiy Bible, borne by Worshipful Brother Jo- 
« seph Jackson. 
‘ The W. Brothers James Westervelt, of St. Johns 
/ Lodge No. 1, and Bro. Wood, of Richmond Lodge No. 
; 66, as Grand Chaplains. 

The Banner of the Grand Lodge, borne by the Rt. 
‘ W. John W. Hudswell, Grand Standard Bearer, with 
‘ the W. Brother Fox, of Bestevolent rte No. 28, as 
’ Grand Sword Bearer. 
> TheRt. W. Wm. C. Burnet, eioaniiies of the 
} Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. 
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Brother Oscar Coles, of No. 2, as Reprensnihietl of § : 
the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

Brother John F. Entz, Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina. 

Rt. W. Joseph P. Pirsson, Representative of the > 
Grand Lodge of Georgia. 

Rt. W. S. Spencer, Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of New-Jersey. 

Several aged and infirm Members of the Grand 
Lodge in open carriage. 

The Rt. W. James Herring, Grand Secretary, and 
Rt. W. John Horspool, Grand Treasurer. 

The W. George Nail, as J. G. W. the Rt. W. Sim- 
eon Baldwin, as 8.G. W, William H. Earl, Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of New-Jersey, in anopen 
carriage. 

The W. Sewal Fisk, of No. 67, as Jr. Grand Warden; 
the Rt. W. John Coffin, G.S. B. as Sen. Grand 
Warden ; the Rt. W. P. D. G. M. Mordecai 
Myers, as D. G. M. andthe M. W. Al. 
exander H. Robertson Grand Master, 

in an open carriage, attended by 
the Grand Deacons, W. Broth. 
ers Kissam, and Walling, 
with their Staves 
of Office. 

The Masonic procession being formed, passed 
through Mercer and Canal streets and Broadway, to 
the Park, where it united with the general procession 
of the military and civic associations, and participated 
in the solemnities of the occasion, under the direction 
of the public authorities, after which it returned to 
the Grand Lodge room, at the Howard House, where 
the Grand Lodge was elosed in ample form, and with 
prayer. 
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MARYLAND 


The Grand Lodge of this State, commenced its an- 
nual communication in the city of Baltimore, May 19, 
1845. The M. W.Grand Master, Charles Gilman, 
opened the Session by the following address : 
BRETHREN : 

Through the goodness of our beneficent Creator and 
Supreme Grand Master, we are once more permitted 
to assemble in Grand Lodge, and to salute each other > 
with friendly greeting ; to discuss and to deliberate 
upon the means whereby the peace, harmony, and 
prosperity of our beloved Institution in general are te 
be maintained and preserved ; and to adopt such mea- 
sures as may seem best calculated to promote the well. 
being of the Order in this State in particular. And 
while we raise our hearts and voices in humble thank- 
fulness to Him who has thus far preserved to us the 
full measure of our ancient rights and privileges, let 
us not forget that upon ourselves, and upon our own 
conduct among ourselves, in oo inconsiderable degree, 
depends the continuance of this blessing ; for how can 
we hope for the continued aid of His protecting arm, 
if we remain not faithful to the tenets of our profes- 
sion ¢ 

That there is found existing among us a diversity of 
opinion upon matters of a legislative character, should 
be the occasion of neither surprise, nor, perhaps, re- 
gret. Itincites watchfulness, and may prevent much 
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mischief arising from otherwise hasty action upon 
crude notions of expediency. But an uncompromising 
adherence to mere matters of opinion, or an ardor of 
language and manner of expression, calculated to 
wound the feelings of others, is unkind, unmasonic, 
and much to be deplored. Relying upon the funda- 
mental principles of our time honored Institution, and 
upon your sound discretion and kind feeling toward 
each other, I indulge the hope that the business of the 
session will be conducted in hasmony and fraternal 
love. 
I have deemed it expedient, at the opening of the 
present session, to lay before you a brief statement of 
facts touching the present and prospective condition 
of the Institution, and of sach matters as will require 
your deliberation and action. And if ‘in this I depart 
from what has been the custom in the Grand Lodge of 
Maryland, having the example of the Grand Masters 
of several of the Grand Lodges in other States as pre- 
cedents, I hope I may not be suspected of entertain- 
ing a desire to arrogate to myself any new or improp- 
er prerogative. 
It gives me great pleasuré to inform you, that at no 
previous period has the Masonic Institution, in this 
country, been in a higher state of prosperity, or occu- 
pied a higher point of moral influence, than at the 
present. From sources entirely to be relied upon, I 
have information from the east, the south, and the 
west, that young gentlemen of character and standing 
in society are seeking affiliation among us, and exert- 
ing their influence to disseminate the pure docirines 
and principles we teach. 
Nor need we go out of our own Maryland for evi- 
dences of a renovated feeling in favor of the Institu- 
tion. There has been a greater number of persons in- 
itiated into the mysteries of the Order during the last 
Masonic year, than within a like period of time for 
many years past. Masons, too, who in times past 
were distinguished members of Lodges, and who for 
diverse causes had withdrawn from active member- 
ship are returning and re-uniting themselves thereto 
thus cvincing their love for the order and their confi- 
dence in its usefulness. 
The effort which has been making for the last two 
years to repair the dilapidated condition of our portion 
of the Masonic Edifice has been attended with success 
so far as time and means would permit; and | avail 
myself of this opportunity to congratulate the Grand 
Lodge, and, through this channel, the subordinate 
Lodges, that the choice of Grand Lecturer fell upon 
one who has so faithfully and efficiently executed the 
duties of that office. The only source of regret is, 
that the pecuniary means should have been wanting to 
enable him to perfect the work so happily begun.— 
The country Lodges experience much more difficulty 
in obtaining the requisite information than those of 
the city, I therefore submit it to your consideration 
whether an appropriation of some small amount from 
the surplus funds of the Grand Lodge, for the benefit 
of each country Lodge, to be increased perhaps by en 
equal amount from the respective Lodges that may 
wish to avail themselves of such appropriation, to be 
used in defraying the expenses of the Grand Lecturer 
in the farther prosecution of his labors, will not be j ju: 
dicious. 
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Our finances are in a healthf ul quniitien. Since the 
last semi-annual meeting there has been redeemed 
$550 of the funded debt of the Grand Lodge ; and stiil, 
as will appear by the accout of the Grand Treasurer, 
after payment of the current expenses, there remains 
in the treasury the sum of $1.002 72. 

The subject matter of the proposed new Constitu- 
tion will command your serious consideration. This 
document has been prepared with much care and at- 
tention to what is believed te be the true interests of 
the Fraternity in this State. In consequence of the 
numerous alterations and amendments of the constitu- 
tion under which we now act, it is often difficult to 
determine what the provisions of law are upon many 
matters likely to come before you. 

The principal changes proposed, are the time of 
the annual meeting from May to November, the re- 
duetion of the fees for conferring the several degrees, 
the organization and jurisdiction of the Grand Stew- 
ards’ Lodge, the regulating and defining appeals from 
the decrees of the subordinate Lodges, and the dis- 
pensing with the Board of Managers of the Masonic 
Hall. 1t proposes no change of priggiple that hes 
heretofore, to my knowledge, created a difference of 
opinion. The change of the annual meeting, as pro- 
posed, is for the purpose of accommodating the coun. 
try members. Itis believed that the proposed reduc- 
tion of fees, if adopted, will produce a favorable effect 
upon the Institution,—That the sum now demanded, 
while it does not prevent the application of those who 
would make merchandize of our secrets, prevents 
many deserving young men, of moderate means, from 
availing themselves of the rights and benefits of the 
Order. 

The subject of establishing a fund for the relief of 
the indigent widows and orphans of deeeased Masons, 
has heretofore been before you; and a scheme was 
arranged and adopted by the Grand Lodge two years 
ago ; but for reasons not sufficiently obvious, it did 
not go into operation, and consequently fell through. 
Several of our sister Grand Lodges have entered spir- 
itedly into similar works of benevolence ; and I can 
but indulge a hope that the Grand Lodge of Maryland 
will not permit herself to be outdone in well-doing. 
But in order to effect any beneficial results in this 
way, we must be content to lay the corner-stone of the 
charity, advance the building, so far as we may du- 
ring our own time, and leave the work to be complet- 
ed by those who came after us, tor the benefit of fu- 
ture generations. 

‘‘ The Representative System” will be more partic- 
ularly laid before you during the session in the form 
of a report of the committee, to whom the matter was 
referred at the meeting in November last. It has not 
been made manifest to my mind that any important 
good is to rise to the Fraternity from its adoption by 
this Grand Lodge. 

A practice has obtained among many Lodges, in 
different parts of the country, of admitting temporary 
residents to the Order ; and that, too, without inquiry 
into the character of applicants, further than it may 
happen to be known at thé places of such temporary 
residence. And ft is believed that some of our own 
Lodges have been indiscrete in this same particular. 
The practice is exceedingly reprehensible, and ought 
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be worthy of the distinction, that fact can be no where 
so well known as at the place of his permanent abode; 
and in the next place, the brethren at the place where 
the new made Mason is to enjoy this special privilege 
should certainly be consulted whether they are willing 
to accept him a8 an associate; whilst they are also 
entitled to the emoluments arising from the conferring 
of the degrees. For the sake of that universal harmo- 
ny which we all profess to seek, and to set an exam- 
ple to our brethren abroad, I would earnestly recom- 
mend that you pass an order, forbidding the practice 
in all the Lodges under this jurisdiction ; and, at the 


ter Grand Lodges in the measure. 

Much has been said within the last few years upon 
the subject of establishing a General Grand Lodge for 
the United States. And although it is well known 
that there are those who think such a measure unne- 
cessary and inexpedient, yet it is equally well known 
that many distinguished Masons, in different parts of 
the country, favor the scheme, and would be glad to 
see it perfected. From indications, scarcely to be 
mistaken, it is doubtful whether the contemplated 
meeting of a Convention of Grand Lodges at Winches- 
ter, in May next, will ever be held. Yet it seems de- 
sirable that there should be a Body, with limited ju- 
risdiction, deriving its existence from the several 
Grand Lodges, which, meeting periodically, might 
satisfactorily determine matters of general policy, and 
prevent innovation upon the ancient usages of the Or. 
der. This body, having original jurisdiction over all 
such territory as is now unoccupied by Grand Lodges, 
would grant dispensations and charters for new Lod- 
ges, and thereby prevent all collision amongst Lodges 
otherwise, perhaps, deriving their existence from 
different Grand Lodges. I would suggest for your 
consideration, whether it would not be judicious to 
take some action on this subject ; and, if your wisdom 
shall advise the measure, that you appoint a time and 
place for the meeting of delegates, to be by you ap- 
pointed, providing a majority of the Grand Lodges of 
the different States shall concur in the measure, and 
also appoint delegates. In this way the General 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the United 
States was formed in 1798; which, since that time, 
has held its regular meetings ; and from which much 
good to that Order has been derived. And I have yet 
to learn that any Grand or Subordinate Chapter under 
its jurisdiction, has had cause to complain of injury, 
or of usurpation of power not delegated to it in the 
outset. The next triennial meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment for 
the United States will be held in the City of Colum- 
bus, in the State of Ohio, on the 2nd Tuesday in Sep- 
tember, 1847 ; at which time, should the proposed 
> measure meet your approbation, and that of other 
Grand Lodges, a Convention might be held, with but 
little inconvenience, to form a constitution, to be sub- 
mitted to the several Grand Lodges for their conside- 
ration. 
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To one other matterI will invite your attention.— 
A matter that has produced much excitement 


same time, that you invite the co-operation of our sis- 3 with the laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge of 
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both in this country and in Europe; and one in ‘ 
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to be discontinued. Iu the first place, if the applicant ; which we are all interested, because it strikes at the 


very foufidation of our Masonic Edifice. I allude to 
the exclusion of the descendants of that ancient peo- 
ple, the Jews, frem the rights and privileges of the 
Order, by the Lodges of Prussia. If there be any one | 
principle more distinguished than another among us, 
it is this, that no man shall be excluded from the In- 
stitution on account of his political or religious faith. 
If there be any thing desirable, any thing useful, in 
the institution of Free Masonry, from whom do we 
inherit it? From that same people, whose descen- 
dants, some of the Fraternity, would now exelude 
from its benefits. We disclaim all right to interfere 


Hamburg and its subordinates, as touching matters of 
themselves merely domestic ; but we have a right re- 
specfully to ask that they remove not our ancient Jand- 
marks ; or, if already done, that they restore them to 
their former place ; and also to express our sympathy 
with our aggrieved brethren at so great a wrong. 
Permit me again to congratulate you upon the bright 
aspect of the Institution at the present time. But as 


S yesterday, and a whirlwind, and a tempest, raised and 


supported by knaves and political demagogues, was 
raging about its head, rending and scattering its hoary 
locks, and threatening to engulph it in one common 
ruin. Now we see it emerging from the storm, with 
the vigor of renovated life, purified by the ordeal, and 
justified even in the eyes of its enemies. To you, my 
brethren, is this branch thereof committed for safe 
keeping—Guard it, I verily believe you will, with 
watchfulness and care; and when you shall have 
performed your task, and are called home to receive 
the reward of our labors, may it find protectors in 
your successors, equally vigilant and faithful. 
CHARLES GILMAN. 

BA.LTimoreE, 19th May, 5845. 

Among the proceedings of this Grand Body, we find 
an able and luminous report from the committee on 
foreign correspondence, which we are unable to insert or 
dissect, in consequence of the lateness of the hour in 
which it came to hand. 

The following are the Grand officers for the ensuing 
year. 

Charles Gilman, M. W. G. Master. 

Hugh Ely, R. W. D. G. Master. 

J. R. W. Dunbar, R.W. 8S. G. Warden. 

Charles H. Ohr, R. W. J. G. Warden. 

Jos. Robinson, R. W. G. Secretary. 

C. G. Peters, R. W. G. Treasurer. 

Rev. E. Y. Reese, Grand Chaplain. 

C. B, Purnell, G. Marshal. 

N. Brewer, G. Sword Bearer. 

Asa Child, G. Standard Bearer. 

J. Small, 8. G. Steward, 

8. Pollard, J. G. Steward. 

J. D. Miller, Pursuivant. 

H. Lusby, G. Tyler. 
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$SWe would inform our friend H. W. F. of Au- 
gusta, that any missing Nos. of the last vol. will be 
supplied without charge, on notice. 
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Marry not a woman who apes the lady by and exhibition of 
ride ; ause it shows a want of sense, and she will have but few 


riends. 
x 








_———~ RAPLRAP PAPA PPLPLP PALSY 


DAP PALL IL PII III LL IS SLL LIS 


SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF 
RY IN AMERICA. 


In England, until the year 1717, a sofficient number 
of masons met together, had ample pewer to make 
mesons, and discharge every duty of masonry by in- 
herent privileges, vested in the fraternity at large, 
without a warrant or constitution. But at the meet- 
ing of the grand lodge of England on St. John the Bap- 

tist’s day, in that year, the following regulation was 
adopted : 

‘* The privilege of assembling as masons, which 
has hitherto been unlimited, shall be vested in certain 
lodges of masons, convened in certain places; 
and every lodge jhereafter convened shall be 
legally authorized to act by a warrant from the grand 
master for the time being, granted to certain indi- 
viduals by petition, with the consent and approba- 
tion of the grand ledge in communication; and 
without such warrant, no lodge shall hereafter be 
deemed regular or constitutional.” 


On application of a number of brethren residing in 
Boston, a warrant was granted by the right honora- 
ble and most worshipful Anthony, Lord Viscount 
Montagne, grand master of masons in England, dated 
the 20th of April, 1733, appointing the right worship- 
ful Henry Price grand master in North America, with 
full power and authority to appoint his deputy, and 
other masonic officers necessary for forming a grand 
lodge ; and alse to constitute lodgos of free and accep. 
ted masons, as often as occasion should require. 

In consequence of this commission, the grand mas- 
ter opened s rand lodge in Boston,* on the 30th of Ju- 
ly, 1733, in due form, and appointed the right wor. 
shipful Andrew Belcher deputy grand master, the 
worshipful Thomas Kennelly and John Quann, grand 
wardens. 

The grand lodge, being thus organized under the 
designation of St. John’s Grand Lodge, proceeded to 
grant warrants for instituting regular lodges in vari- 
ous parts of America ; and from this grand lodge orig- 
inated the first lodges in Massachusetts, New-Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Caro- 
Jina, Barbadoes, Antigua, Newfoundland, Louisburgh, 
Nova-Scotia, Quebec, Surinam, and St. Christopher’s. 

There was also a grand lodge holden at Boston, 
upon the ancient establishment, under the designation 
of *‘ The Massachusetts Grand Lodge,” which origi- 
nated as follows : 

In 1775, a number of brethren residing in Boston, 
who were ancient masons, in consequence of a peti- 
tion to the grantl lodge of Scotland, received a deputa- 
tion, dated Nov. 30, 1752, from Sholto Charles Doug- 
las, Lord Aberdonr, then grand master, constituting 
them a regular lodge, under the title of St. Audrew’s 
Lodde, No. 82, to be holden at Boston, 

This establishment was discouraged and opposed 
by the St. John’s grand lodge, who thought their priv- 
Ueges infringed by the grand lodge of Scotland ; they 
therefore refused to have any intercourse with St. An. 
drew’s lodge, for several years. 

The prosperous state of St- Andrew’s lodge soon 
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* Sometimes called “ The grand lodge of modern masons.” 
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“ FREEMASON- led its members to he out exertions for the es- 


tablishment of am ancient grand lodge in America: : 
which was soon effected in Boston, by the assistance » 
of travelling lodges, belonging to the British army, ; 


who were stationed there. 


Dee. 27, 1769.—The festival of the evangelist was ? 
celebrated in due form. When the brethren were as- } 
sembled, a commission from the right honorable and ; 
most worshipful George, Earl of Dalhousie, grand » 
master of masons in Scotland, dated the 30th of May, } 
1759, appointing Joseph Warren to be grand master > 


of masons in Boston, and within one hundred miles of 
the same, was read ; 


usage, duly installed into that office. The grand mas- 


that he was, according to ancievt > 


ter then appointed and installed the other grand offli- ¢ 
cers, and the grand lodge was at this time completely } 


organized. 
Between this pe?iod and the year 1791, 


this grand » 


lodge granted warrants of constitution for lodges to be } 
holden in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecti- > 


cut, Vermont and New York. 


In the year 1773, a commission was received from 
the right honorable and most wershipful Patrick, Earl § 
of Dumfries, grand master of masons in Scotland, da- 2 
ted March 3, 1772, appointing the right worshipful } 
Joseph Warren, Esq. grand master of masons for the 3 


continent of America. 

In 1775, the meeting of the grand lodge were sus- 
pended, by the town of Boston becoming a garrison, 

At the battle of Bunker hill, om the 17th of June, 
this year, masonry and the grand lodge met with a 
heavy loss. in the death of grand master Warren, who 
was slain, contending for the liberties of his country. 

Soon after the evacuation of Boston by the British 
army, and previous to any regular communication, the 
brethren, influenced by a pious regard to the memory 
of the late grand master, were induced to search for 
his body, which had been rudely and indiscriminately 
buried in the field of slaughter. They accordingly re- 
paired to the place, and by direction of a person who 
was on:the ground at the time of his burial,a spot was 
found where the earth had been recently turned up. 
Upon removing the turf, and opening the grave, which 
was on the brow of a hill, and adjacent to a small 
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cluster of sprigs, the remains were discovered, in a ’ 
mangled condition, but were easily ascertained ;* and ? 
being decently raised, were conveyed to the state > 


house in Boston ; 


from whence, by a large and respec- } 


table number of brethren, with the late grand officers, » 
attending in procession, they were carried to the stone } 
chapel, where an animated eulogium was delivered by ; 


brother Perez Morton. 
in the silent vault, ‘‘ without a sculptured stone to 
mark the spot ; 


The body was then deposited $ 


but as the whole earth is the sepul- ; 


chre of illustrious men, his fame, his glorious actions, ? 
are engraven on the tablet of universal remembrance ; } 
and will survive marble monuments or local inscrip- ¢ 


tions.” 


1777, March 8.—The brethren, who had been dis- ° 


persed in consequence of the war, being now general- 


ly collected, they assembled to take into consideration ° 
the state of masonry. Being deprived of their chief ' 
by the melancholy death of their grand Master, as } 
before mentioned, after due consideration they Pro- ; 


By an artificial tooth. 
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ceeded to the formation of a grand lodge, and elected 
and installed the most worshipful Joseph Webb, their 
grand master. 

1783, January 3.—A committee was appointed to 
draft resolutions explanatory of the power and au- 
thority of this grand lodge. On the 24th of June fol- 
lowing, the committee reported as follows : 

‘* The committee appointed to take into considera- 
tion the conduct of those brethren who assume the 
powers and prerogatives of a grand lodge, on the an- 
cient establishment, in this place, and examine the 
extent of their authority and jurisdiction, together 
with the powers of any other anciegt masonic institu- 
tion within the same, beg leave to report the result of 
their examination, founded on the following facts : 

‘* That the commission from the grand lodge of 
Scotland, granted to our late grand master Joseph 
Warren, Esq. having died with him, and of course 
his deputy, whose appointment was derived from his 
nomination being no longer in existence, they saw 


officer ; and in consequence it was evident, that not 
only the grand lodge, but all the particular lodges un- 
der its jurisdiction, must cease to assemble, the breth- 
ren be dispersed, the pennyless go unassisted, the 
craft languish, and ancient masonry be extinct in this 
part of the world. 


er grand officers to the masters and wardens of all the 
regularly constituted lodges, a grand communication 
was held, to consult and advise on some means to pre- 
serve the intercourse of the brethren. 

‘* That the political head of this eountry having de- 
stroyed all connexion and correspondence between the 
subjects of these States and the country from which 
the grand lodge originally derived its commissioned 
authority, and the principles of the craft inculcating 
on its professors submission to the commands of the 
civil authority of the country they reside in, the breth- 
ren did assume an elective supremacy, and under it 
chose a grand master and grand officers, and erected 
a grand lodge, with independent powers and preroga- 
tives, to be exercised however on principles consistent 
with and subordinate to the regulations pointed out in 
the constitutions of ancient masonry. 

‘That the reputation and utility of the craft, under 
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by the flourishing state of fourteen lodges, constituted 


former grand lodge. 
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either of England or Scotland. It is clear that the 
authority of some of their grand lodges originated in 
assumption ; or otherwise, they would acknowledge 
the head from whence they derived. 

** Your committee are therefore of opinion, that the 
doings of the present grand lodge were dictated by 
Principles of the clearest necessity, founded in the 
highest reason, and warranted by precedents of the 
most approved authority.” 


This report was accepted, and corresponding reso- 
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lutions entered into by the grand lodge, and recorded. 

1791, Dec. 5,—A committee was appointed, agreea- 
bly to a vote of the second of March, 1790, ‘‘ to con- 
fer with the officers of St. John’s grand lodge upon the 
subject of complete masonic union throughout this 
commonwealth.” 

On the 5th of March, 1792, the committee brought 
in their report, and presented a copy of the laws and 
constitution for associating and uniting the two grand 
lodges, as agreed to by St. John’s grand lodge, which, 
being read and deliberately considered, was unani- 
mously approved of. 

June 19, 1792.—The officers and members of the two 
grand lodges met in conjunction, agreeable to previ- 
ous arrangements, and installed the most worshipful 
John Cutler grand master ; and resolved, ‘‘ that this 
grand lodge, organized as aforesaid, shall forever 
hereafter be known by the name of The Grand Lodge 
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free 
and Accepted Masons for the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts.” ° 

In addition to the powers vested by charter in the 
two grand lodges before mentioned for instituting sub- 
ordinate lodges, the grand lodge of England appointed 


provincial grand masters in several of the states, and 


‘* That in consequence of a summons from the form, 


invested them also with authority to grant warrants 
for holding lodges. 

The revolution, which separated the American states 
from the government of the mother country, also ex- 
onerated the American lodges from their allegiance to 
foreign grand lodges; because the principles of ma- 
sonry inculcate obedience to the governments under 
which we live. The lodges in the -several states, 
therefore, after the termination of the war, resorted 
to the proper and necessary means of forming and es- 
tablishing independent grand lodges, for the govern. 
ment of the fraternity in their respective jurisdictions. 


ATTACK AND DEFENCE. 


The correspondence received from the National Gr. 
Lodge of Switzerland, by the Grand Lodge of New. 
York, (portions of which have been communicated to 


; the fraternity in the reports of the committee on For- 


eign Correspondence, and which have had the happy 


> effect of arousing the attention of several of the G. 


their jurisdiction, has been most extensively diffused, $ 


by their authority, within a shorter period than that ‘ 
in which three only received dispensations under the > Lodge Committee, have been translated for the libra. 
‘* That in the history of our craft we find that in $ 
England there are two grand lodges independent of : = : . 
; : 7 : is fraternity of this country with a 
each other ; in Scotland, the same: and in Ireland, { bled to furnish the y y 


Rol reed digs ond onak menor eee indepenten ; hibited in Switzerland, and also of the ability with 
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Lodges on this continent to its importance,) supplies, 
amongst its interesting matter, an article from the 
Swiss Review, and an answer to it. These papers, 
like many others which were not used by the G. 


ry of the Lodge of Strict Observance, by Bro. Con- 
stantine Sargint, and through that body we are ena- 


specimen of the bitterness of Anti Masonry, as ex- 


which the principles of our Institution are defended in 
that ancient republic. The review was written on the 
publication of a French translation of a well known 
German work by Bro. Bobrik, the answer was also 
written in French, and is as follows :— 


ANSWER TO THE SWISS REVIEW. 
The bibliographical bulletin of the Swiss Review 
for the month of Dec, 1841, contains an article enti- 
tled : 


; 
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‘‘ History of Free-Masonry, its fundamental idea 
and constitution, developed in accordance with the spir- 
it of our age, by Edward Bobrik, professor at the 
University of Zurich doctor of Philosophy, translated 
from the German by Edward Lenz, ancient officer of 
engineers, &c, &c.” 

As many brethren do not read the Swiss Review, I 
transcribe the entire article : 

‘* If there is a title capable to excite curiosity it is 
certainly the one of this work. Although if this curi- 
osity is simply excited by the mystery which envelopes 
the society of Free-Masons, and by the vulgar tradi- 
tions of the symbols and proofs with which she sur- 
rounds and precautions herself, this curiosity will be 
entirely deceived. The information doubtless less 
piquant, but more instructive, which alone we expect- 
ed, is of a more elevated nature, and merits at least 
Sor a moment, the attention of the reader. The good 
faith and candour of the translator, his efforts to spread 
in every sense and by all the means in his power, 
thoughts and views, which he judges interesting and 
useful, are of the best example and worthy of respect. 

Nevertheless, in reading this book, we have been 
struck with the want of solidity of many of the asser- 
tions, and we were afraid, more than once, of reading 
the romance of the origin of Free Masonry, rather 
than an authentic and rigorously established history. 
The proof at least, and it is for the author to furnish 
it, the proof is wanting in every part. As to 
the fundamental idea of this association, we have 
been astonished at the void and nothing which is found 
at the bottom of all the mysteries, which envelope and 
cover, with all the clouds of its forms and rites, the 
inanity of the thing itself. As long as the association, 
existing and organized has been able to perform some 
exploits, owing to the palpitating interests of the par- 
ties, this association has been able to live and act — 
But when the factitious tie of political interests, sup- 
planted the real tie of a business corporation, when 
the lapse of time, the diffusion even of society, have 
used up, and destroyed political utility purely local, 
then that which alone could sustain, and which yet 
sustains this association, is her correspondence with 
the wants of the human soul, real wants, which she 
excites and deceives in appearing to satisfy. 

. Man hungers and thirsts for truth, for a truth sup- 
perior to the vain and gross appearances of things ; 
this truth, he feels, is not immediately accessible and 
that sheis hid. Nevertheless she is necessary to him. 
How many men are there, who come and promise her 
to him, this mysterious and necessary truth ; they are 
sure to inflame his curiosity ; how they in cunning 
terms, in which light and obscurity are interlaced and 
follow each other at the proper time, vaunt the gran- 
deur and beauty of the institution ; how they at times 
pique the vanity of the future adept ; they will make 
him earnestly desire to belong to a society venerable 
and fortunate, which possesses, say they, this truth 
elsewhere inaccessible. The candidate, will submit 
with joy, to proofs and successive initiations, and will 
sustain by his accession, the mysterious society, in the 
bosom of which, he hopes to find all that which is 
claimed by the noblest and most elevated instincts of the 
heart. It is thus that from the most remote antiquity, 
mysteries were formed and recruited, Once the neo- 
phyte is initiated.what is he to find in his career ? He 
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will betake himself to the rites and symbols, and will 
stupify his thoughts, by the vain clattering of conse- 
crated formulas ; and like the singing bird, fastened 
near the nets will act as a lure to attract new breth- 
ren, into the bosom of the association. Or penetra- 
ting by the vivacity of a spirit, little scrupulous, all 
the advantages which one may derive from a fraterni- 
ty unknown to the majority of mankind ; he will find 
in the society, a happy means, to prop his credit in 
the world and to smooth a path to his ambition. Fi- 
nally too loyal to avail himself of this last expedient, 
and too penetrating to permit himself to be led by 
words, he will advance from light to light, or from 
deception to deception, the word depends on the turn 
of its character, up to the final doctrine, the last word 
of all the analogous systems. Pantheism,a religion if 
they wish to give her this name,a religion towards 
which are inclining, and where they end by being 
swallowed up, all the tendencies of societies of this 
nature. The history of all mysteries testifies to this. 
The book which we now announce to you, is a new 
proof of it. 

Pantheism, the most open and candid, manifests it- 
self from the preface of the author, up to the last 
page. Strong with the spirit of our age, of this tail 
of the comets of Hegel, which follows the meteor and 
spreads itself in the space, after it has commenced to 
descenc towards the horizon ; Pantheism discovers it- 
self in this book without hesitation, without blushing, 
and without trembling. It is true also, that it dis- 
covers itself, with all the honest illusions of a spirit, 
which follows, the surrounding crowd without enquir- 


ing where this much frequented road will lead them ° 


to. We perfectly conceive, how this doctrine bred and 
flourished in the bosom of a secret society, and how 
this spirit has brought itself to light and showed it- 
self openly inthese our times. The boldness of the 
system, Jés appearance of grandeur,the false and easy 
charity which it engenders; its accomodation, with 
all the existing religions, which it tolerates as forms, 
and dissolves without effort; the divers concentric 
circles, which it can easily trace around its last word, 
every thing renders it eminently adapted for a society 
of initiates, pressing on divers degrees towards a com. 
mon centre, where reigns hid in its glory, the Su- 
preme thought, living in the bosom of a few privil- 
edged beings. We conceive that this spirit had to 
hide itself, formerly, we still better conceive how it 
shines to day! 

Why should they dissimulate in their part, that of 
which so many persons not initiated, are proud of at 
present? What motive have they to pe silent, merely 
for the pleasure of having a secret, when the word 
finds the echos all prepared,and that the secret has no 
other reason or motive, than a play of symbols and 
words of order, which degenerate to the rank of pue. 
rile amusements. And if the appearance of this book 
is looked upon as an event, it is because its time is so 
far arrived that it has already passed, and that so soon 
as this manifestation is feasible it offers even by that 
means no further interest. 

Scarcely is it necessary to state that all these scaf- 
foldings of Free Masonry, its successive initiations, 
its signs of recognition, this restored human fraterni- 
ty, all these things which have existed and do now 
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exist, only because they are a feeble image, and an 
image often denaturalized,of the possession gradually 
appropriated by the practise of life, and successively 
purchased by proofs worthy of the name, by divine 
truth, an image of the christian communion, and the 
fraternity of souls. Witk-this difference, that there, 
all is factitious, while here, all is natural ; that there, 
all is cheating and deception ; that here, all is light 
and life, because all is truth; that there all is done 
symbolically, while here all is accomplished in reality, 
for the purpose of conducting the faithful soul from 
the midst of combats and the fatigues of apprentice- 
ship to the glorious and peaceful accomplishment of 
his destiny in the bosom of eternal activity.” 

The seeond article on the subject is to be found in 
the Swiss Courier, a moderate paper, and one distin- 
guished by its conciliating spirit. The initials T. V. 
announce to us a conscientious writer, as profound as 
he is modest, and who this time does not belie his fine 
reputation. We abstain from citing the article in 
question by referring our readers to the paper itself 
(Nov. 1841.) 

The third article is found in the Gazette of Lucerne 
‘* Kirchenzeitung, ‘‘an avowed organ of the Jesuits, 
and which calls the book in question, ‘‘ the last ery of 
distress of Free Masonry.” ‘This is followed by per- 
sonal abuse of the author and translator, which we 
will not permit to pass in silence. 

The article in the Swiss Courier of which we have 
just spoken, is written with spirit and soul. 

The article of the Swiss Review, is written with 
spirit, while that of ‘‘ Kirchenzeitung” of Lucerne, is 
without soul and without spirit. 

We therefore thank the author of the first of these 
critiques, for the good opinion which he manifests for 
us, and we say to him with joy, that we love to know 
that he is the friend of many of our brethren who in- 
spire us equally with the respect and sincere affection, 
which their character and their important works mer- 
it, an affection which he partakes with us, but which 
we have the inappreciable advantage of proving ina 
still higher degree, by being labourers like them, and 
employed in the same work. As to the author of the 
second article we will not refuse him, our testimony 
that he has acted loyally, as to the form chosen to at- 
tack our institution, but we perceive an after thought, 
a mystery on a small scale, in his language and we 
find likewise that he looks down upon us a little from 
his pride, so to say, a little over his shoulder, of treat- 
ing as void and nothing, of inanity, a society which he 
only knows by half, in declaring her in a state of dif. 
fusion. 

We are besides accused of cheating,of inflaming the 
curiosity of the profane, of using cunning terms, of 
piqueing the vanity of the future adepts, of hiding 
truth in the bosom of a venerable and fortunate socie- 
ty, of recruiting ourselves by promising a satisfaction 
to the most noble and elevated instincts of the heart, 
of stunning thought by the vain clattering of conse- 
crated formulas, of acting afterwards as the singing 
bird fastened near the net to serve as a decoy to draw 
others, of having the spirit not over scrupulous, of ¢ 
drawing advantages from the feelings of fraternity, of 
smoothing by means of our brethren, our passage in 
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the world, pushed forward by our personal ambition, 
of advancing from deception to deception, and of fin. 
ishing our frightful career by the abolition of all re- 
ligion, in declaring ourselves Gods,” &c. &e. 

Behold! there are sufficient accusations, five or six 
of which, would be enough to lead us, if not to capital 
punishment,at least to many years contact with galley 
slaves. If you can ever feel, a wish to see again your 
article, you would be astonished with the singular fa- 
cility with which you condemn some thousands of fel- 
low beings, without their having even the honor of 
being known to you, and what is still worse, without 
their having the pleasure of appreciating your own ac- 
tions in the world, as you assume the anonymous. 

The article in the Courier, haply, was followed by 
two initial letters, which gave us pleasure, but when 
we arrive atthe end of yours, we know no more of 
you than we did before. . 

We will endeavor then, before going up to the end 
of the tail of the comet, to examine the faults which 
you reproach us with, and treating you (as you merit) 
as an adversary not to be despised ; as we can assure 
you, that your article has already caused a certain ef- 
fect on the minds of the young people who are unac- 
quainted with masonry. 

As to us, old Champions, we have been but slightly 
moved, and none of us, have experienced any essential 
change in our masonic activity. It was as if some 
one had amused himself by throwing a cotton pellet 
against the Cathedral of Strasburg, for the purpose of 
scaring the people, who were at their devotions with- 
in. 

You accuse us first of deception : 

Well, that is worth the trouble. 
sists this deception ? 

What promises do you then believe, that our society 
makes to those, who manifest a desire, to be received 
as free-masons ? ‘ ° 

Answer : nothing. 





In what then, con- 


And at what age, do you believe that we receive 
Masons ? 

There was once atime inthe history of mysteries 
which without doubt, my dear sir, you know well, it 
was if I mistake not, towards the seventieth or 
eightieth olympiad, when they received men, women 
and children in without distinction of age or social 
condition. But you know likewise that it is along 
while since then, and that our institution does not ad- 
mit the possibility of deceptions of the nature which 
you understand, unless a Lodge absolutely desires to 
be formed of a number, always increasing, of imbe- 
ciles and fools. 


ad 

You are, besides sir, very severe in this respect, for 
if you wish to follow us on this ground, we could ask 
in return, why do they act so differently in all the re- 
ligious communities in the world, (excepting in that 
of the Anabaptists,) where children, still at the breast, 
are found enroled, and where religious instruction, is 
ordinarily imparted, at an age (the age of puberty) 
when the individual, especially of the female sex, is 
so pre-ocupied with’ its physical developement,that not 
a moment remains to it, to formulate a single word of 
remonstrance against the proceedings, to which the 
priest is submitting it. We leave nevertheless, to the 
priests their proselytes, and I have the right to de- ; 
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mand, why do you assume, to contest ours, who for 
the most part, are good and loyal citizens, and whom 
we take pleasure in seeing appear among us. 

There may be some Lodges, in which they make 
dupes ; but be just, and grant to us at least that the 
publication of a book like the one of Mr. Bobrik, may 
well be the means of repairing this fault ; as you have 
already granted, that those who purchased this book 
in a spirit of idle curiosity, would find themselves 
greatly disappointed. 

One should have a spite against one’s self, to travel 
at one’s own expence, all the circles, which you ima- 
gine as traced around the truth, and traced with such 
astonishing facility, as to find it all nothing. 

Ido not know, whether you are acquainted with 
Geometry, but according to your idea, a man who has 
the facility which you describe, ought to find himself 
in the centre of truth itself. 

We well know, that we must not play with truth. 
Think of the poor man, who desired to see her, and of 
whom Schiller speaks. 

Will you then, tell us, in what we deceive the 
world, and we will answer you categorically ; but in 
the mean time, I will tell youin all truth and con- 
science, that I know many brethren, who have found 
a good many truths in our Lodges. 

Nevertheless, sir, I promised you to be true, and I 
will be so ; for I freely tell you, that in reality I know 
some brethren, who did not find for their money that 
which they expected in Masonry. When I reflect. 
many reasons present themselves to my mind, which 
explain, why such things may happen, nay, often do 
happen. 

The reason is: 

That those who seek for too many things at once, 
often find nothing, or almost nothing. 

There are some brothers who join us, glorious, ra- 
diantand courageous, and if I was to add all the ter- 
minations in ious I should not say enough of these 
fine brothers. 

And then—after having seen, after having paid with 
an appearance of a great soul, they go and are seen 
no more. 

You will ask me why? and I can only answer you 
by saying, that I cannot conceive, why we have al- 
ways preserved the bad habit of throwing ourselves 


(in our Lodges) on our knees before the first comer. $ 


I find that it is being too good, and on the first oppor- 
tunity, I promise you, to propose a change favorable 
to the institution, and which will certainly cause, the 


men of mind, who are received among us, to attach $ 


themselves more easily to our institut on. 


Finally,you know that one of our ceremonies of re- ‘ 
ception, consists, in that we carry on our hands the | 


celebrated men, the noblemen, the rich men, &c. &e. 

Well when men of this description, see that we so 
readily receive also poor devils, they get disgusted 
and come no more to the Lodge. 

If it continues thus, gaiety will disappear from our 
meetings, for where the deuce, shall we find the spirit 
necessary, to continue to do our small affairs ? 

And now, my adversary, here is enough ‘as it re- 
gards your charming expression, ‘‘ of deception,” and 
in the mean time, you will do us the favor, to state 


} with more precision your thought, which does not ap- 
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pear pver clear, for 2 a man ry your mind and your 
erudition. 

II. We inflame the curiosity of the profane. 

“‘ Our age is not an age of flames ; for my part I 
can see but vapor, and soon we shall have but miner- 
al coal, emitting forth but~a small flame. Alas! sir, 
the times are passed, when they used to set on fire 
those enormous logs, which getting into a blaze, their / 
vacilating flame shed a doubtful light in the vast ap- 
partments of our ancestors, and disposed so many 
souls, to listen to the fabulous recitals, transmitted 
from Grand Mother to Grand Mother, and from Nurse 
to Nurse. Those times are passed. 

Do you know, great conneisseur of the human heart 
that you are entirely mistaken, when you suppose, 
that curiosity was, so to say, the Serjeant Major of 
Masonry, who enroled poor conscripts, after having 
duly made them drunk with fine hopes. 

There is no more curiosity in the world. Unhappi- 
ly, or rather I will say happily, we now know every- 
thing. You will believe me capable of returning to 
the ancient Geographical idea of the Greeks, the Per- 
sians, the Chinese, the Indians and the predecessors of 
the Kalmouks, who believed the earth to be as flat as 
a plate (a form which is much less attractive to curi- 
osity than a round one, the most curious of all forms. ) 
I see it already by your mouth, which seems to be 
preparing itself for a sardonic smile. 

Let us then admit, curiosity as she existed in the 
good old times, and as she ought still to exist, if we 
were not so stupid as to feel weary of knowing al- 
ready, every thing before hand. Let us admit simple 
and pure curiosity in our candidates, and let us ask 
them, what do they seek in wishing to be received as } 
freemasons. I would bet a thousand to one that they 
would all say, ‘‘ we desire to find a society of honest , 
persons, to which we desire to devote ourselves,” &c. >} 
Afterwards they will say, that they expect, not to be ; 
abandoned, even in the moment of danger and distress. ; 

But this curiosity and confidence seem to me very 
natural, and if there is anything which surprises me / 
more than another, it is, that tggre are always in the 
world so many individuals who at an age sufficiently » 
advanced, still seek a society of honest persons, and ’ 
one which comes to their aid. 

You agree, sir, that this ought to surprise one, af- 
ter the preaching for neatly nineteen centuries, of the ° 
most sublime morals of a master who died for our 
sins ; after the self styled magnificent developement ° 
of philosophy and the fine arts, and after the protes, ; 
tations of wise and admirable political science, repeat- » 
ed regularly and imperturbably under the nose of the | 
entire world, by the potentates of the universe. This 
Chistianity, so simple and sublime, so palpitating / 
with feeling ; this philosophy, so calm, so resigned, / 
so profound ; these arts, so charming, so inspired in } 
their origin, would the world outside the Lodges, ° 
have abused, outraged or travestied in caricature? 

Not altogether, but I assure you that many of your 
ardent christians, hunger much for their goods and for 
their silver, and little for the interest and well being 
of their neighbors, and make grimaces curious to ob- 
serve, if it is proposed that they should derange them- 
selves from there easy chairs to go and love their 
neighbors like themselves. 
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one of our modern tices are not : lees lazy, 


‘ as it regards the trouble, which they should take to | 


explain to us, their immense words, which should con- 
duce to the happiness of mankind, a thing which may 
be possible, as I do not wish to prejudge a thing of 
which I know nothing, as you have done in regard to 
Masonry ; and by placing in your article the business 


‘ corporations of local and political influence, above our 
, society, which isa stranger to them. (If I except } 

from it the local influences, of which man can never } 
‘ divest himself, and still less a society, which always | 
( requires a certain space to live in.) 


Tell me, is a glittering star or any other expression 


/ of this kind, worthy of being placed vis-a-vis with the 
‘ new words of philosophy, which contain more than 30 


letters, cunningly arranged, and forming a species of 
boquet of small words, each of which would puzzle an 
ordinary brain, and which philosophy throws at your 
head, without troubling herself about the effect which 


. it might produce in your cranium. The same hap- 
pens to those who have intercourse with Pietists and } 
? Jesuits. As to the jargon of these, their language is 


almost unintelligable to those who are _ possessed 


to use savage and incomprehensible expressions. 


Poor Masonic terminology! thou who hast remained < 
+ for centuries unchanged, they oppose thee! and in the 
‘ mean time your cherished child Philosophy, plays the 


’ deuce in the world, contracts debts, seduces the world 


’ like strong drink, it enlarges its dictionary, already so 
> immense, and notwithstanding all these words of enig- 
‘ ma, these Phynxes as we may say, its pockets rarely 
* contain a cent, that it may appease the hunger or thirst 
‘ of the first necessitous person who may demand it. 


/ Asto the arts, which we may call our sisters, for ° 


; Free Masonry is an art, a royal art, as you have read 
in the book of Mr. Bobrick, and as you could have 
; readin many others we love them much, but arts, 


christianity, Philosophy have all taken up something ; 
’ so very theatrical, that it would not be worth our % 

while to imitate, although free masons, as you say, ‘ é 
? which reigns in our conversations on the order, which 


’ sometimes take place between Free-Masons and pro- 
> fanes. 


/ sometimes perform a comedy. If in all this, the ac- 
‘ tual world is a comedian (a Comedian in truth a little 

fatigued, and who desires to retire from the scenes 
‘ and live on his income,) the free mason, will at least 


é . . 
; be the worse paid of all comedians. He never plays § 


, but very subordinate parts, such asthe part of tending 


the sick, of being overseers of Hospitals, of school- } 
? or high reason, &c. &c. 


; masters of the poor, of holders of books in the assy- 
lums of the orphans, of valets for strangers in distress, 


, of men who must jump in the water to save others, of ¢ 
> and clear terms. 


‘ menemployed to light the candles, that the beau 
; monde may see clearly, and mutually admire them- 


, selves, &c. &e You will allow then, sir, that the { 
free mason, for the use that he has always been to so- ° 
, ciety, is not the best paid player. I pass in silence { 
, the more brilliant part which masonry plays in herac- ‘ 

tivity as a society of enlightened men, fraternally uni- ° 


’ ted, and lovers of the arts and sciences. So if you 
; will pass over our Comedy we will pass over yours, 


y which is a thing we have always dope, and will still 
‘ ligence, and all the rest, will be but simpletons. Who 


continue so to do. 


But if you still continue to abuse us, as being naught ; 
" 9? 


; (and which cannot do us any great harm) I wiil whis- 


ef 
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per to you a word in the ear, and which will not bea 


> provided it did not take place in an irregular Lodge, 


mong us learns something new at each of our meetings. 


* men upon whom nothing will make an impression, no 


» had to undergo, every one of us will tell you, that he 


> to all thosé who came to see them on Sundays, for fear 
’ only of common sense. Many socialists are beginning ° 


> reality of this fact. 
‘ with a phraseology, which ascends into your brain, > 
? vanity of the future adepts, to make them enter into 


’ according to your reasoning, there will always be to 
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perfidy, as it is here printed: 
Know then that those, who after their reception 


speak evil of masonry, avow by that, their weakness 
or their idleness of mind, or a great pretention of an 
extreme superiority of mind, for the most stupid a- 


There is on the other side a circumstance which is 
well proved, und this is the sincere attachment which 
ancient masons bear for the society to the last mo- 
ment of their lives. As to the rest we well know, why 
they act differently. I will uot deny that there are 


not even masonry, but you are well aware that this 
happens not only among masons, but in all societies 
in general. As to the glass of wine,which we present 
to each neophyte, after all the rude proofs, which he 


was glad to accept it, and why not? Every country 
has its own peculiar customs. Did not the missiona- 
ries in Greenland serve Schnaps, and of the very best, 


of not having a congregation? The Turks go even be- 
yond that, by presenting their handsome females to 
converts, and there will perhaps be, but few christians 
who will not avail themselves of the present advan. 
tages of travelling, to ascertain for themselves, the 
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Ill. We use, you say, cunning terms, we pique the 


our venerable and fortunate society, 

You are mistaken there, sir, you confound the man. 
ner of acting by certain individuals, with the rules of 
our society, founded on the knowledge of the heart 
and mind of man, and on a remarkable clearness ; for 
really we are struck with surprise, when we compare 
the simplicity and clearness of language which reigns 
there, with the prolixity of words, which often drown 
the ideas in the constitutions of modern societies, No 
person is drawn to it, by the persuasions of true ma- 
sons, unless it be the effect of the accent of conviction, 


~ 
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We are almost always born masons. We become 
perhaps also by the education given by the life of the 
Lodges, but we should then have already possessed, a 
certain fund of docility, confidence in others, abandon, 


All the world is sufficiently advanced at this hour, 
to be able to distinguish between cunning, and simple 


I cannot understand your regsoning, for you say in 
one place, that we are all cunning men, and in anoth- 
er that the majority of us, have been taken in by cun- 
ning terms? Who then is that cunning mason, par 
excellence, who takes in all the rest, like poor simple 
birds, and who it seems never dies ; who has always 
existed, and who will yet exist for a long while? For 


the end of the chapter a single mason of colossal intel- 


told you, that we always spesk of a fortunate socie- 


ar 
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Ye 

It never enters into our thoughts, to promise advan- 
tages of fortune to any one, for on the contrary, you 
have only to manifest a desire of being accepted as a 
free mason, a thing of no great difficulty, if you are an 
honest and good man, and you will then see what will 
be said to you, at the first moment when you attempt 
to approach us. 

It will probably be the contrary to what you stated 
in your article. 

As to the venerable society, she really exists, she i is 
so by her age, by her past as by her present, and she 
will be so for a long time to come by her future. 

I could ask nothing better, my dear sir, than to be 
able to make you partake the sentiments of veneration 
which I feel for my order and for many of the mem- 
bers whom I have learned to know in a short time, for 
I am still but a young mason. I do not wish to tire 
my readers with an interminable list of Masonic names, 
each one venerable for some good reason, and conse- 
quently composing in virtue of the simplest rule of ad- 
dition, and venerable society. 

This then, is the point, which I will touch the least 
upon, and if you cannot believe me, I will furnish you 
with two new directions for London and Paris, where 
you will find some venerable brothers, all freshly re. 
ceived, 

When a poor Mason has need of some support, to 
aid him in a moment of crisis, it happens very often, 
that we are obliged to search in all the corners of our 
pockets, for the purpose of collecting together a few 
hundreds of Francs ; this surely is not so fortunate 
and brilliant, as you do us the favor to say in pure de- 
rision. 

You must have read in the work of Bobrik, what 
constitutes the characteristic type of a Mason. If 
there are many among us, who will remain, morally 
speaking, above their affairs, it is not the fault of ma- 
sonry. 

We do not reproach Christ that his sublime doctrine 
continues daily to make some bad christians. Finally 
we do not promise, nor we cannot even promise, either 
heaven or earth, as we have not the disposal of either 
of them ; but that which we promise, we perform, ang 
this is, to succor one another according to our means, 
and for this, I can serve as an example myself, when. 
ever you may desire it. 

I do not speak of irregular Lodges as you would 
have understood, had you been initiated into our great. 
er mystery. 


ree 





From the Troy Daily Post. 
MASONIC FUNERAL, 


I yesterday followed to the grave yard, the large 
Masonic procession, conweying the remains of one of 
their members* to his long home. I am a Scotch 
Mason, and have seen many processions of the kind, 
both in Scotland and England ; although, in some in- 
stances, more numerously attended, yet, I never saw 
one better conducted. The exertises at the grave 
were most solemn and impressive :—First,—was that 
most beautiful of all formularies, the burial service of 
the Episcopal Church, by the Rector of St. Paul’s ; 
which was followed by the Masonic services. ' Being 


* Brotner Purpy. 
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fortunate enough, in the dense crowd by which the 

grave was surrounded, to obtain a situation where I 
could hear distinctly, I listened with much interest to 
the Address and exhortation of the Worshipful Master 
of the officiating Lodge. They were peculiarly sol- 
emn and appropriate—his allusion to the bereaved 
family, and the close of his address, bidding final adieu 
to the deceased Brother, were touching and affecting ; 
the performance of the two beautiful pieces of music 
by an effective choir, added much to the interest of the 
same. 

My principal object, Brother PMlitor, in writing this 
brief notice, is to express the high gratification I feel, 
at seeing so satisfactory an evidence of the prosper- 
ous condition of the fraternity in this country, and 
finding it in the hands of highly respectable men, who 
are fully aware of the true nature and design of the 
Ancient and Honorable Order. 

A member of the G. Lt. of Scotland. 
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For the American ena Register. 
OBITUARY. 

Died at his residence in the town of Greenfield, af- 
ter a short ‘illness; WARNER MEDBERY, in the 
7Ist, year of his age. 

Bro. M. was born in Smithfield, R. I., and emigra- 
ted to this town with his father A. D. 1792, where he 
resided to the time of his decease. He has been a 
worthy member of St. John’s Lodge since Aug. 25, 
A. D. 1802, 42 years and 10 months. In 1811 he was ; 
unanimously elected to preside as Master, and has of- 
ten represented St. Johns in the G. Lodge. He was 
also one of the original petitioners and the first Scribe 
of St. John’s Chapter No. 103, and his companions 
through the State will recollect to have often met him 
in the G. Chapter. By a peculiar urbanity and read- 
iness, ‘‘ to afford succour to the distressed” he had 
eudeneed himself to a very large circle of friends, who 
with his fraternal brethren and relatives, deeply la- 
ment his demise. On the 25th June last, with great 
composure he resigned himself into the embraces of 
the Great High Priest and Captain of his Salvation, 
reposing full faith in the final ‘‘restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began.” His remains 
were interred in Masonic Order. Religious services, 
by the Rt. W. and Rev. C. C. Burr, of the city of 
Troy, late G. Chaplain of the G. Lodge of the State 
of New York. His funeral was attended by an im- 
mense concourse of Brethren and citizens, who ap- 
peared deeply impressed with the solemnities of the 
occasion. Greenfield, July 5, 1845. 


DEATH OF WILLIAM VORHEES. 

Since the above was in type, the fraternity of this 
city have been called upon to pay the last- tribute of 
respect to our worthy companion, Bro. William Voor- 
hees, who died on the 20th of July, after a short ill- 
ness, aged 54. Bro. Voorhees’ loss will be severely 
felt for a long time, not only by the several Masonic 
bodies, of which he was a bright ornament, but by a 
large circle of sorrowing friends. For upwards of 30 
years he has been known among our citizens as a man 
of spotless integrity ; one whose moral worth was 
never called in question. He lived down calumny, by 
a reproachless life, and has departed leaving the hope- 
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ful evidence,that he has been translated from this,into 
that bright world where sin and sorrow never enters, 
‘‘ where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest.” 

His remains were followed to their long home by a 
large number of his brethren, where the usual mason- 
ic ceremonies were performed. 


WISCONSIN—ITS PROSPECTS. 
The following interesting statement from an esteem- 
ed brother, will be read with much satisfaction : 
Manson, W. July 9, 1845. 
Dear Sir: 
As I sent you a paper containing a notice 


John by Madison Lodge, it may be well perhaps, to 
carry out what I have begun, by giving you a brief 
statement of the result, Every thing was favorable 
for a pleasant celebration—weather and all. The 
brethren went into the matter with spirit, and such a 
unity of feeling as should at all times actuate us as 
Masons. About sixty joined in the procession, and I 
noticed in that procession, some of the very first men 
in Our Territory, who thought it no condescension to 
wear publicly the peculiar badge of a Mason, and sus- 
tain by their influence the tenets of our Order. After 
marching to the Capitol, to the music of our brass 
band, and listening toan eloquent and affecting address 
from the M. W. Grand Master, the Rev, B. T. Kav- 
anaugh, we then seated ourselves at the table, to par- 
take of an excellent dinner, got up by brother A. B. 
Catlin, in his usual fine style. It was a temperance 
dinner. Ice water, Ice cream, and Lemonade, being 
substituted for the Brandy and Champain bottle.— 
One hundred were seated at that table, a goodly num- 
ber of them Ladies, and the festivities of the day clos- 
ed by a Cotillion party in the evening at the Capitol. 
All seemed satisfied and happy, and the recurrence of 


judices, which still exist in some sections of our coun- 
try against Masonry and to strengthen the bonds of 
brotherly love amongst us. 

It is pleasant to me to look back a little to our con- 
dition less than a year ago, and compare it with our 
present one. Less than one year since, our present 
W. M. called upon me, and asked me if I was a Ma- 
son, and said that Gen. S. of Mineral Point, was in 
town, and wished to see some of the brethren that 
evening. 1 called athis room, and there found some 
4or5 others. Wetalked of our Institution and its 
prospects, and after some hesitation and fears, conclu- 
ded that if the requisite number could be found, we 
would petition the Grand Master for a Dispensation. 
With some little difficulty and perseverance the names 
were obtained, and in due time the Dispensation and 
afterwards the Charter was received. We have now 
42 members 30 of them having been ‘‘made” since we 
commenced work. I give you these facts, thinking 
that they may be interesting to you at the east, who 
have borne the heat and burden of the day, and that 
you may be encouraged by them to persevere, knowing 
that in due time you will reap, if you faint not. New 
Lodges are springing up, all over the West, and the 
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of an intended celebration of the Anniversary ot St. 3 


, such seasons are calculated to break down the pre- ; 


an 
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greatest danger now appears to be, that in the multi- 
tude of applications, unworthy members may without 
due care creep in among us. We ought to keep our 
Lodges pure, for the pure and virtuous only need ex- 
pect to be prosperous. I believe that there are as yet 
but 2 Chapters, and 1 Council in the Territory. We 
begin to feel the necessity, and are looking forward to 
the time when we can form a Grand Chapter. That 
day we believe to be close at hand, and many of our 
new brethren are anxiously waiting for an opportu- 
nity to be exalted, that they may share in the honors 
and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry. 
D. H. jr. 
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MASONIC CHIT-CHAT. 


The Sisters of the Fraternity in the City of New- 
York in unison with those in Brooklyn, are strongly 
in favor of getting up a Fair, to be held about Christ- 
mas, for the benefit of the Asylum Fund of the Grand 
Lodge. The proposition is received by the Brethren 
with great good humor, and they meet the benevolent 
design with another proposition, which is, to close the 
Fair on St. John’s day, and wind up with a family 
party, in which probably a thousand Brothers and 
Sisters may be brought together; and partake of a 
supper and ball. We think the Ladies who promote 
this object may be well called SisTErs. 


Richmond Lodge, No. 66, at Castleton, Staten Is- 
land, has revived the old system of granting weekly 
benefits to sick and disabled members of the Lodge ; 
providing attendance on the sick, and for the burial of 
the dead. 


It is understood that Brother Ole Bull has promised 
to give a concert for the benefit of the Asylum Fund, 
and that he is preparing a new and appropriate piece 
of music for the occasion ; but we are not informed 
when it is to take place. " 


The Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 94, New York, 
have lately received some valuable presents of books, 
Shells, minerals and other things for their library and 
museum. 


A new Lodge is to be established at Penn Yan, in 
Yates County, N. Y. under dispensation from the M. 
W. Grand Master. ° ‘ 


‘* ANCIENT ORDER OF DRUIDS” 

[We have often been asked what kind of an order 
this is; but being among the uninitiated, we never 
could furnish much light on the subject. In looking 
over Buck’s Theologica] Dictionary, we perceive he 
defines them. But whether the Druids in his work, 
are analagous to the Druids of the present day, we 
have nomeans of knowing. Ifthe present order are 
the lineal descendants of the ‘‘ Ancient Druids” quo- 


> ted by Buck, it must be an order of extreme antiqui- 


ty : nearlyas much 80, as the I. O. O. F. who we be- 
lieve claim their origin during the reign of Julius 
Caesar. This is all the light we possess on the sub- 
ject, and any thing additional must be acquired from 
the article below :] 

‘* Druids, the priests or ministers of religion among 
the ancient Gauls, Britons, andGermans. They were 
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chosen out of the best families ; they had the honors 
of their birth, joined with those of their function, pro- 
cured them the highest veneration among the people. 
They were versed in astrology, geometry, natural 
philosophy, politics and geography ; they were the in- 
terpreters of religion, and the judges of all affairs in- 
differently. Whoever refused obedience to them, was 
declared impious and accursed. We know but little 
as to their peculiar doctrines, only that they believed 


did not believe this last, at least, notin the sense of 
the Pythagoreans. The chief settlement of the Druids 
in Britain was in the isle of Anglesea, the ancient 
Mona, which they might choose for this purpose, as 
it is well stored with precious groves of their favorite 
oak. They were divided 
branches, such as the priests, the poets, the augurs, 
the civil judges, and instructors of youth. 
however, does not comprehend all these different 


tinguishes three kinds : bards, poets ; the vates, priests 
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of nature, applied themselves likewise to morality. 

‘* Their garments were remarkably long ; and when 
employed in religious ceremonies, they likewise wore 
a white surplice. They generally carried a wand in 
their hands, and wore a kind of ornament, enchased 


They had one chief, or arch-druid, in every nation, 
who acted as high priest, or pontifex maximus. He 
had absolute authority over the rest, afid commanded, 
decreed and punished at pleasure. They worshipped 
the Supreme Being under the name of Esus or Hesus, 


than a wood or a grove, where all their religious 
rights were performed Nor was any person per- 
mitted to enter that sacred recess unless he carried 


on the Deity. Indeed, their whole religion originally 
consisted in acknowledging that Supreme Being, who 
made his abode in these sacred groves, governed the 


the oak as the emblem, or rather the peculiar resi- 


were worn both by the druids and people, in their re- 
ligious ceremonies : the altars were strewed with its 
leaves, and encircled with its branches. The fruit of 
it, especially the misletoe, was thought to contain a 
divine virtue, and to be the peculiar gift of Heaven.— 
It was, therefore, sought for on the sixth day of the 


when found, was hailed with such rapture of joy, as 
almost exceeds imagination to conceive. 


they prepared every thing for the sacrifice under the 
oak, to which they fastened two white bulls by the 
horns ; then the arch-druid, attended by a prodigious 


and, with a consecrated golden knife, or pruning hook, 
cropped the misletoe, which he received in his robe, 


: 
| 
2 
: 


tree ; the bulls were sacrificed, and the Deity invoked 


distempers in which it should be administered.” 
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FAMILY OF THE CAVE. 


believed to have suffered a voluntary death in the 
flames. But in the meantime he lay concealed with his 
treasures, which were immense, in a cave which he 
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Strabo, > erable to a palace, for there only she was happy.— 
orders under the denomination of Druids ; he only dis- § She went frequently to see him, and sometimes con- 
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the immortality of the soul, and as is generally suppo- ¢ 
sed, the transmigiation of it to other bodies; though ; 
a recent author makes it appear highly probable they ; 


into several classes or | 


and naturalists ; and the druids, who, besides the study } 


§ ty and address. 
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had caused to be dug in a solitary place, and which 
was known only to two of his freedmen, on whose fi- 
delity he could depend. He might easily have with- 
drawn into Germany, but he could not prevail on him- 
self to abandon his wife, whom he passionately loved. 
Sabinus, that no one might doubt of his death, did not 
for some time even undeceive his wife, who solemn- 
izd his obsequies with great pomp, bewailed him with 
many tears, and at last no longer able to bear the loss 
of a husband, for whom she had the sincerest affection, 
resolved not to outlive him, and began to abstain from 
food. This news alarmed Sabinus ; and therefore by 
means of Martialis, one of his freedmen, he informed 
her that he was still alive, and acquainted her of the 
place where he lay concealed, desiring her at the 
same time to suppress her joy, lest the secret might 
thence be betrayed. Empona heard the relation with 
rapture, and pretending business in the country, 
flew to her husband. The cave to her was then pref- 


trived to stay whole weeks unsuspected. Two chil- 
dren born and brought up in the cave, tended still 
more to endear this faithful pair to each other. When 
at Rome, Empona continued to bewail her husband 
as dead, and concealed the whole with singular fideli- 
After Sabinus had passed nine years 


> in this manner, he was at length discovered by some 


with gold, about their necks, called the druid’s egg.— > 


persons who narrowly watched his wife, upon her fre- 
quently absenting herself from her own house, and 
followed her to the cave without being discovered. 
Sabinus was immediately seized, and sent to Rome 


’ loaded with chains, together with his wife, who throw- 


with him a chain in token of his absolute dependence ; 


universe ; and that every creature ought to obey his > 
laws, and pay him divine homage. They considered ¢ 


dence of the Almighty ; and accordingly chaplets of it $ 


ing herself at the emperor’s feet, and presenting to 


and the symbol of the oak ; and had no other temple $ him her two tender infants, endeavoured with her 


tears and intreaties to move him to compassion. Ves- 
pasian, although it is-related that he wept at so affec- 
ting a spectacle, condemned both Empona and her 
husband, and they were soon afterwards executed. 
DEATH. 
To die! to be no more! to pass away 
From this-green, quiet world of flowers, 
And glorious sunlight ; from the spray 
Of crystal fountains, to decay 

Amid the spring of the eternal hours, 





, All.unremembered, save as silent clay, 
» Which human feet, or iron hoofs may spurn ; 


moon, with the greatest earnestness and anxiety; and ; 


As soon as § 
the druids were informed of the fortunate discovery, | 


This is to die—a lesson all must learn ! 


To feel the heart cords breaking, one by one! 

While springing tears congeal upon the cheek ; 

To know thy breath its little race has run, 

And thou can’st not the parting farewell speak, 
Save through set teeth! To mutter, and when done, 
Like Byron, find thy whisper was too weak ; 


; Then shrink in speechless agony! a sun! 
> Flung blotted from its lofty sphere of light, 


; ; ; ’ To sink forever in unending night. 
number of people, ascended the tree, dressed in white; | sites fore ing night 


> To see the morning sun, that brightly rose, 


amidst the rapturous exclamations of the people.— » 
Having secured this sacred plant, he descended the ° 


Resplendent with its flashing, gather dim 
Upon the fading eye—to see unclose, 
Those curtains for the last time, to the brim 


¢ Of the swoln heart the poisoned arrow goes, 


to bless his own gift, and render it efficacious in those ¢ 


And taps the fount of anguish—while the grim, 
Pale, terrible king, upon the throes 


¢ Of our own awful fainting, like the wave 


Julius Sabinus, having engaged in the interest of the | 
Gauls, caused himself to be proclaimed emperor of ? 
Rome ; but being defeated, he fled to his country- : 
house and set it on fire, in order to raise a report that ° 
he had perished. The scheme succeeded, for he was ; 


That whelms a swimmer, sweeps us to the grave! 


To shriek for light! to struggle in the dark, 

And feel thy limbs in that mysterious river— 

To gasp, and fling thy arms, and find no barque 
But a cold ice, that makes thee twitch and shivere= 
To know thy hour is come, at last, ha, hark! 

The eyes turn glassy, and the pale lips quiver ; 

Ho! it is quenched, life’s perishable spark ! 

The rattle springs, it bears away the breath, 

Dust, thou art dust again, and this is death ! 
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